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Koch: Skelos Is “Betraying His Own Personal Honor”

by: Joseph Spector 

April 8, 2011

Former New York City Mayor Ed Koch was in Albany this morning and met with Gov. Andrew Cuomo over their mutual goal of having an independent redistricting commission set up to drawn legislative lines next year.

Koch stopped up at the LCA offices at the Capitol afterward and ripped Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos, R-Nassau County, for backing away from his pledge to adopt an independent commission to draw the lines. Senate Republicans all signed onto Koch’s pledge through NY Uprising last year to back independent redistricting.

“What I believe is that he is betraying his own personal honor,” Koch told reporters. “It’s a dishonorable act to walk away from a commitment, which he made when he thought it would be helpful and he ran on it, along with every member of his caucus. And then when they win and become the majority, they decide to jettison it because they now they think they can draw their own lines.”

Koch said he and Cuomo agreed that the Democratic-led Assembly should pass the independent redistricting bill submitted by Cuomo and sponsored by Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, D-Manhattan, and about 90 other sponsors. That would put pressure on the Senate to act, Koch said.

For his part, Skelos responded to Koch’s letter earlier this week, saying they passed independent redistricting by approving it a change to the constitution—which they say it the legal and necessary way to do it. 

“Unlike the bills you have supported, the amendment we approved would be constitutional, bi-partisan and fair,” Skelos wrote.

There’s one problem with that, though: It would take two consecutively elected legislatures to make a constitution change, which wouldn’t allow the law to be in place for the 2012 elections. Koch said while a constitutional provision may make sense long term, there’s no legal reason why a law couldn’t be adopted in time for the 2012 elections.

Also, he dismissed Senate Republicans’ lawsuit that contends a law passed by Democrats last year that would count prisoners for redistricting in their hometowns rather than their places of incarceration. Koch said they should be counted at their homes.

Here’s some video of Koch with reporters today talking about meeting with Cuomo and also Skelos’ letter to Koch.
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